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Letter from the Editor

Dear Readers,

This issue of the Journal of Transportation and Statistics (JTS) ushers in our
second year of publication, along with a few changes. First, we welcome the
new Director of the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, Ashish K. Sen.

As only the second director of this agency, we look to him to nurture it
toward maturity and to chart a course for its future. Before coming to the
BTS, Sen served as the Director of the Urban Transportation Center and
the Statistics and Evaluation Laboratory at the University of Illinois in
Chicago. His extensive background in transportation and statistics will
bring a valuable new perspective to BTS.

This year we will be adding new editorial board members from the sta-
tistical community. We will also accept articles in LaTeX, a language wide-
ly used by statisticians, as part of an effort to better serve the statistical
community. With these changes, we hope to encourage greater participa-
tion by statisticians.

JTS’s fundamental objectives, however, remain unchanged. Articles will
still cover the following areas:

m measurement of transportation activity and the performance of trans-
portation systems,

m measurement and analysis of the importance of transportation and its
consequences,

m measurement and analysis of transportation trends,

m advancement of the science of acquiring, validating, managing, interpret-
ing, and disseminating transportation information.

As a publication of a federal statistical agency, the JTS will continue to focus
on data, description, and analysis and will explicitly avoid policy studies.

After careful consideration, we have decided to delay quarterly publica-
tion until 2000. In the last issue of the JTS, | wrote about adding a com-
prehensive statistical series of transportation performance indicators
starting later this year. This will not be done until BTS completes a thor-
ough review of available measures. We will keep you updated on our pub-
lication plans.

As always, your interests, ideas, and recommendations for improving
the JTS are important to us. We invite you to communicate with us via
email at journal@bts.gov, by visiting our website at www.bts.gov/, or by
writing to me at the address on page ii of the journal. Thank you for your
continued interest and support.

DAVID L. GREENE

Editor-in-Chief






